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Synopsis

Language offers a broad selection of groundbreaking historical studies and up-to-the-minute
research for introductory courses in linguistics. Classic readings have been retained and updated to
provide an authoritative, timely survey of the essential issues of language study. New articles
introduce areas of debate on language variation; issues of language, culture and gender; global
varieties of English; and language extinction. This solid collection introduces students to the

foundations of the field and offers extensive resources for further study.
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Customer Reviews

"Language can acquaint the non-specialist with a wide array of issues involved in the study of
language. The readings are generally accessible without prior study of linguistics." -- Matthew

Weltig, University of Nevada at Reno

VIRGINIA CLARK was a professor of English at the University of Vermont and served as chair of
the English department. With Paul Eschholz and Alfred Rosa, she is the author of Language
Awareness, Ninth Edition.ALFRED ROSA and PAUL ESCHHOLZ are professors emeriti of English
at the University of Vermont. They have directed statewide writing programs and conducted
numerous workshops throughout the country on writing and the teaching of writing. Rosa and
Eschholz have collaborated on a number of best-selling texts for Bedford/St. Martin’s, including

Subject and Strategy, Eleventh Edition (2008); Models for Writers, Ninth Edition (2007); and



Outlooks and Insights: A Reader for College Writers, Fourth Edition (1995).BETH LEE SIMON is
Professor of Linguistics and English at Indiana University Purdue University. Her scholarly work
includes the recent volume, Language Variation and Change in the American Midland: A New Look
at Heartland English. She was an editor of the five-volume Dictionary of American Regional English

(Harvard/Belnap Press). She is also widely published in poetry, fiction and memoir.

Text for my class, so kind of a necessary buy. The text book itself is great -- very engaging, detailed,
explanitory, and easy to read. This particular book | would not have considered in "Very Good"
condition. Probably closer to "Acceptable" or "Good". There were a large pile of stickers all over the
back cover, that once | managed to pull off almost amounted to 1/4" thick. Theres tape on the front
cover patching up a small tear, the front top and bottom corners are bent a bit, and the spine has
some tears in the cover. That being said, all the pages are intact and | have yet to see any

highlighting. There were also lots of stickers on the spine too.

We used Language: Introductory Reading as a guide to learning linguistics, which worked out better
than it might sound. Some of the concepts in there are great to explore, such as Prototypical theory.
The book is a mash-up of scholarly writing so there is a good variety of opinions and ideas, some of
which even work to contradict others. It helps to have a linguistic professor there to guide you along,
so if you want to read this just for fun then | recommend making sure you have a solid grasps of

some of the concepts before you dive in.

The book is excellent and a great introduction to linguistics.But | ordered a rental book, and it is not

in good condition. The back section (about 15 signatures) separated from the spine of the book.!

hope this is taken into consideration when | return the book!

Needed it for a class and served its purpose. It came in great conditions.

Great text for language theory course. Really good and informative read.

The readings were varied and interesting.

Some of the readings are abstruse, and some of the readings are quick. All of the readings are

worth the price of the book. This has been an interesting read so far.



| thoroughly enjoyed reading and learning from the essay in this book very much, i'd recommend

this book to all who want to learn.
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